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WEED  SURVEY  COMING  IN  2001 

By  Trevor  Kloeck,  Pulse  and  Special  Crops  Specialist 


This  year  Agriculture  Canada,  Alberta  Agriculture  Food  and  Rural 
Development,  and  municipal  governments  will  be  conducting  a prairie-wide  weed 
survey  to  assess  the  abundance  and  magnitude  of  prairie  weed  problems.  Normally, 
weed  surveys  have  been  completed  in  Alberta  to  assess  shifts  in  weed  populations 
due  to  changes  in  agricultural  practices  but  this  time  there  are  two  important 
differences.  In  the  last  five  years,  herbicide  tolerant  canola  has  been  widely  adapted 
by  farmers  and  is  suspected  to  have  had  a positive  impact  in  controlling  weed 
species  that  currently  infest  farmer’s  fields.  With  all  the  current  interest  on  behalf 
of  the  public  in  biotechnology,  it  is  important  that  we  document  the  impact  these 
crops  have  had.  The  other  important  difference  is  the  herbicide  resistance  survey 
that  will  accompany  the  weed  survey.  Herbicides  have  been  powerful  cropping 
tools  for  over  forty  years  but  there  is  emerging  concern  over  weeds  becoming 
immune  to  herbicides  that  are  subject  to  ineffective  or  overuse.  Populations  of 
herbicide  resistant  weeds  are  now  a reality  in  the  province  and  it  is  intended  that 
through  this  survey,  researchers  will  gain  insight  into  how  serious  herbicide 
resistance  is,  and  what  measures  should  be  employed  in  avoiding  the  problem  in  the 
future. 


AFSC  (. Agriculture  Financial 
Services  Corporation ) offers  many 
financial  products  for  any  stage  of  your 
farm  business.  Ask  us  about  our  farm 
lending  services: 

Beginning  Farmer  Loans 
Vendor  Mortgage  Plan 
Developing  Farmer  Loans 
Disaster  Assistance/  Crop  Loss  Loans 
Alberta  Farm  Development  Loans 
Specific  Guarantees 
Farm  Income  Disaster  Program 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
Bill  Tchir,  Lyle  Roberts,  or 
Barry  Robertson  in  Stony  Plain  at 
(780)  963-6101. 

Other  services:  AFSC  Commercial  - 
innovative  financing  for  businesses  in 
the  agrifood  and  value-added  sector. 
Phone:  (780)415-1216 


Contact  with  farmers  regarding  participating  in  the  weed  survey  is  slated  to 
begin  in  late  May,  so  it  is  possible  that  you  may  be  receiving  a phone  call  from  a 
member  of  our  weed  survey  team.  To  qualify  for  the  survey,  here  are  a few  criteria 
that  need  to  be  met  for  participation: 

1.  Permission  to  allow  weed  surveyors  on  your  selected  field, 
and  a commitment  to  fill  out  a crop  production 
questionnaire  in  the  fall. 

2.  The  field  must  be  greater  than  50  acres  of  a crop  seeded 
either  to  wheat,  peas,  barley,  oats,  or  canola. 

3.  The  field  must  have  been  rented  or  owned  for  at  least  5 years 
so  that  an  accurate  crop  history  can  be  documented. 

4.  Permission  to  allow  a possible  herbicide  resistance  survey  to 
be  completed  on  your  property.  Only  1 in  5 fields  will  be 
randomly  surveyed  for  herbicide  resistance  in  which 
suspected  weeds  will  be  harvested  and  assessed. 

If  your  field  is  selected  and  you  choose  to  participate,  the  survey  results  will 
be  sent  to  you  once  the  project  is  completed  so  that  you  can  incorporate  the  findings 
into  future  management  decisions.  With  your  participation,  this  project  could  help 
the  grain  industry  become  more  pro-active  and  responsive  to  emerging  weed  related 
issues.  If  you  have  questions  regarding  the  weed  survey,  feel  free  to  contact  me  at 
780-963-6101  in  Stony  Plain. 
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What's  New 

in  progr* 


Canada  - Alberta  Farm  Income 
Assistance  Program  (CAFIAP) 
$10.29  per  acre 


Provincial  producers  dealing  with  economic 
difficulties  will  be  eligible  for  an  assistance 
package  worth  $10.29  per  acre  on  all 
cultivated  land  on  land  farmed  in  2000. 

• You  must  apply.  Application  forms  are 
available  on-line  at  www.agric.gov.ab.ca 
or  at  any  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  & 
Rural  Development  office  and  MLA 
office. 

• Incomplete  applications  forms  will  not 
be  accepted.  Please  ensure  you  have 
read  instructions  and  all  information  is 
filled  out  completely. 

• You  must  sign  a Statutory  Declaration  in 
front  of  a Commissioner  for  Oaths. 

(Can  be  done  at  any  Alberta  Agriculture 
Office). 

• Deadline  is  October  3 1 , 200 1 . 


Drought  Disaster  Programs 

Extreme  dry  conditions  and  lack  of 
significant  precipitation  has  prompted  the 
province  to  declare  a drought  disaster  and 
respond  to  the  immediate  need  of  livestock 
producers  through  two  new  programs: 

Alberta  Farm  Water  Program 

Any  permanent  farm  water  supply  project 
that  reduces  drought  risk  due  to  water 
supply  shortages  will  be  eligible  under  the 
AFWP.  Eligible  projects  could  include 
farm  wells,  stock  watering  dams,  cisterns, 
buried  pipelines,  spring  development, 
remote  watering  systems  components, 
dugouts  and  other  projects.  AFWP  will 
pay  for  one-third  of  development  costs,  to 
a maximum  of  $5000  per  producer,  for 
eligible  water  supply  projects.  Farmers 
will  need  to  apply  for  this  program. 
Projects  will  need  to  be  completed  by 
March  3 1 , 2002  and  the  deadline  for 
submitting  applications  is  May  31,  2002. 
This  program  is  retro-active  to  January  1, 
2001. 


Farm  Income  Assistance 
Program  (FIAP  2001)  Native 
Pasture  and  Forage  and  Honey 
Component. 

The  province  will  provide  assistance  of 
$4  per  acre  for  native  pasture  & forage 
and  $4  per  hive  for  honey  producers 
based  on  2001  acres  and  2001  colonies. 
Forms  will  be  mailed  out  to  those  who 
participated  in  last  year’s  program  and 
applications  will  be  available  in  district 
offices  for  those  who  did  not  apply 
previously.  Deadline  is  October  31, 
2001. 


Please  contact  the 
Stony  Plain  District 
Agriculture  office 
for  more 
information: 


Tel  (780)  963-6101 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


3286  523 


5607 


Leasing  Hay  Land 


Lately,  there  have  been  many  calls  in  the  office  wanting  to 
know  the  going  rate  for  renting  hay  land.  At  the  risk  of  sounding  like 
another  agricultural  economist,  the  answer  is... .it  depends.  One  must 
consider  the  condition  and  size  of  the  field,  and  the  potential  yield  per 
acre.  That  being  said,  local  market  conditions  are  the  primary  factor  in 
determining  values. 

Leasing  hay  land  is  not  much  different  than  a standard  crop 
land  cash  rental  arrangement.  The  landowner  must  be  paid  for  the  taxes 
and  a return  to  the  investment  in  land.  Taxes  are  a given.  Return  to 
investment  is  a little  more  difficult  to  calculate.  Generally,  the  earnings 
from  land  are  similar  to  earnings  from  a stock  that  includes  dividends 
plus  a capital  gain.  A good  guideline  is  4%  of  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
land.  The  tenant  has  the  costs  of  producing  and  harvesting  the  hay  crop: 
fertilizer,  machinery  operating,  labour  and  interest. 

The  one  distinguishing  feature  is  the  length  of  the  contract. 
Many  cash  rental  arrangements  on  crop  land  are  usually  done  on  a one 
year  renewable  basis.  Leasing  hay  land  should  be  a long  term 
arrangement  - at  least  five  or  six  years  to  encompass  the  production 
j horizon  for  hay. 

Hay  arrangements  must  also  consider  the  breaking  and  re- 
seeding (establishment)  costs  in  the  first  year  and  how  to  properly 
. ccount  for  these  costs.  Economically,  you  should  amortize  these  costs 
over  the  five  or  six  year  production  horizon.  That  means  including  a 
certain  amount  (including  interest)  every  year  into  the  rental  calculations. 
For  instance,  if  the  establishment  costs  (seed,  fertilizer,  machinery)  for  an 
alfalfa  p are  $73.70  per  acre,  you  would  allocate  $14.99  per  acre  per 
year  as  an  amortized  establishment  cost , using  a 6%  interest  rate  for  six 
years,  if  the  landowner  pays  for  these  costs,  then  he  or  she  would  add 
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this  amount  to  taxes  and  return  to  investment.  The  same  holds  true  for  the 
tenant. 

Rarely  are  these  type  of  arrangements  cut  and  dried.  Often,  the 
landowner  will  pay  for  the  cost  of  seed,  while  the  tenant  will  pay  for  cost 
of  putting  the  seed  in  the  ground.  Sometimes,  they  will  split  the  cost  of 
the  cover  crop.  Fertilizer  may  be  split  50/50.  There  are  as  many 
variations  as  agreements. 

This  raises  some  interesting  issues  when  calculating  the  rental 
rate.  This  rate  should  balance  the  tenant’s  ability  to  pay  with  a reasonable 
payment  to  the  landowner.  One  option  is  to  negotiate  an  equalized  cash 

six  year  production  horizon.  My 
Alberta  indicate  a range  of  $25  - $30 
a 2.5  ton/acre  harvest.  The  problem 
fails  to  account  for  the  low  (or  no) 
two  years.  Another  option  is  to 
rental  to  full  production  levels  in  the 
third  year.  In  year  1 , when  the  only  harvest  is  a cover  crop,  the  land 
would  be  rented  for  taxes.  In  year  2,  the  land  would  be  rented  for  $15  per 
acre  (approximately  Vi  of  the  equalized  rate).  In  years  3 to  6,  the 
equalized  cash  rental  would  be  charged.  A final  option  is  to  use  a 50/50 
share  arrangement  and  have  the  tenant  purchase  the  landowner’s  share. 

As  you  can  see,  leasing  hay  land  is  not  quite  as  simple  as  saying 
“I  will  charge  you  $X  per  acre”.  Both  parties  must  account  for  costs  and 
future  production  over  the  length  of  the  arrangement.  The  most  important 
concept  is  to  negotiate  a deal  that  is  fair  and  equitable  for  both  parties  and 
is  simple  to  use  and  understand. 

submitted  by  : Dean  Dyck , Farm  Management  Specialist 
Red  Deer  District  Agriculture  Office 
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